
A Message from CMST's 
Vice Chair of Trustees 
Looking back over the last term and 
indeed academic year it has been a 
pleasure to watch our music trust grow 
from strength to strength and I’m 
struck by the terrific and growing 
levels of engagement that we have 
across all corners of the county.   It is 
one thing to have working for us the 
finest music teachers that Cornwall has 
offer, but it’s the spirit of togetherness, 
the generosity of our staff and their 
hardwired belief that we are stronger 
as one, that is humbling and impressive 
in equal measure.  As trustees, we are 
very grateful to our staff for all that 
they do. 


We have recently welcomed music 
therapy staff to our ranks and look 

forward to supporting this vital element 
of provision. Plans are building 


fo r an exc it i n g Mu s ic The rapy 
Conference at Truro School so watch 
this space.


I do hope you enjoy reading this term’s 
newsletter; it’s certainly been a busy 
time with our annual concert at the 
Minack Theatre as well as our second 
concert at Polgwynne Gardens as 
particular highlights. Our new Pupil of 
the Month scheme is working well and 
has seen some young musical superstars 
to step into the limelight. 


I wish you all a very happy summer 
holiday.


Andrew Gordon-Brown
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YOUNG MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 
CMST pupil Imogen Dowse was very fortunate 
in that she had the opportunity to have a 
cello lesson with Sheku Kanneh-Mason (2016 
Young Musician of the Year) earlier this term 
in Nottingham.


"It was just the most amazing day. The 
Kanneh-Mason Trio were playing at  
Nottingham Trent University and they 
had arranged for me to meet up with 
Sheku before the concert to work on 
one of my pieces. He listened politely 
and then took every phrase apart in so 
much detail. It was fantastic and so 
inspiring. He played the piece with me 
as a duet , which was the best thing, 
then admitted he had never heard of it 
before! Just being in the same room 
with his cello was surreal as it is worth 
a fortune and his case was even more 
battered than mine ” 

LET'S CELEBRATE! 

St. Austell Chamber Orchestra recently 
celebrated it's 21st year with a  birthday 
party. After their final rehearsal of the year, 
they had fun and games outside in the fine 
weather and enjoyed cake and drinks.
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CONGRATULATIONS  
to Henry Phippen  and Josh Sims, both from 
Wadebridge School, who have had an 
excellent first year playing with the  
National Youth Guitar Ensemble.  
They both look forward to  working with them 
next year. 



MAGICAL MUSIC IN MAY 
Last year we ran, for the first time ever, an 
open air musical event at Polgwynne House in 
Feock. Hosted very kindly by Amanda Piercy, 
the event was a huge success and raised 
£1200 for CMST funds.


We were delighted when Amanda offered her 
venue again for this years Magical Music in 
May which was held on the 20th of May. The 
afternoon saw very many different visitors 
through the venue, and in addition to offering 
a unique performance platform to our staff 
and pupils, it was a great way to raise 
awareness of all the good things we do as a 
service.


With 4 performance venues including the 
walled garden and the amphitheatre lawn, 
ensembles that performed included the 
CORNWALL YOUTH JAZZ ORCHESTRA, 
CARRICK WINDS, SAXATONIX, SAX IS OUR 
BUSINESS, BRASS BUSKERS, FAL RIVER 
S TR INGS, a s w e l l a s va r i o u s s o l o 
performances from CMST pupils.


The weather was glorious, cakes were 
amazing and the performances fantastic. A 
great day was had by all. We look forward to 
making it an annual event and a great 
s h owca se fo r CMST en semb le s a n d 
performers.
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FAREWELLS  

Karen Frost celebrated her final rehearsal 
with Restormel Junior Strings this month. She 
has worked with so many young string players 
and has directed the orchestra for over 25 
years ago. What an inspiration to all of us!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DANNY JONES 
Danny has recently gained a new qualification from the 
European String Teachers Association and Chichester 
University- PGCert in String Teaching.  She says:  

"It was hard work but very rewarding and I feel 
proud to have received formal accreditation from 
ESTA which is an international organisation whose aim 
is to promote excellence within the String teaching 
profession."

ROYAL PERFORMANCE 

Two CMST pupils, both members of Trigg Winds, and 
pupils of Janet Elston from Bodmin College and 
Wadebridge School, were lucky enough to play for 
HRH Prince Charles and HRH Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall earlier this month.



RECORDERS RULE! 
29th June 2018 

On a very warm Friday in Truro over 80 
young recorders players came together to 
rehearse and then perform a short concert. 
They were lucky enough to rehearse in the 
beautiful chapel at Truro School. Students 
from three local Junior Schools (St Agnes ACE 
Academy, Peran-ar-worthal, Devoran) three 
Secondary schools(Richard Lander, Truro 
School, Penryn College),


Truro College and Falmouth University all did 
some preparation work during their individual 
group rehearsals this term, before coming 
together and performing as a Recorder 
Orchestra.


The idea behind this massed performance 
came from the County Music Festival in March 
where I had the pleasure of watching and 
coaching several recorder ensembles. I 
thought it would be great to get them all 
together – and so the planning began! Truro 
School and the CMST supported the idea and 
provided the financial backing and personnel 
to help organise the event.


The rehearsal was extremely hot, but the 
students coped with the heat very well. They 
were all keen to do their best. For many it 
was the first time they had played in an 
ensemble bigger than their lunchtime recorder 
group and the Contra basses caused great 
excitement! BBC Radio Cornwall came and did 
interviews and recorded the start of the 
rehearsal – log onto BBC Radio Cornwall 29th 
June, Friday afternoon show at about 3.40pm 
to have a listen! The concert provided a 
fantastic platform for these young musicians 
to show off the recorder and its potential.


There were solo performances from students 
who had just taken exams ranging from Initial 
to Grade 8. The Junior Schools played two 
pieces together as well as with the senior 
group. The Seniors played music ranging from 
Renaissance to Jazz and to finish the concert 
everybody performed three pieces together. 
The Dolce Consort – the most experienced 
group – performed Brian Bonsor’s Tango.


After the concert the audience were 
astounded at the beautiful sound, we had lots 
of comments about how amazing it was that 
recorders could do exams!, students went 
away enthused – I think all the Year 3’s now 
want to get to Grade 8 standard! Parents 
were genuinely surprised at the quality of 
sound and that recorders came in so many 
sizes!
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It was a thoroughly successful evening which 
achieved its aim of demonstrating the beauty 
of the recorder (even in the hands of 60 
junior school students!


Plans are now afoot for next academic year – 
more youth massed playing, concerts and a 
weekend of recorder playing (to include 
workshops, masterclasses and a concert). This 
concert also launched the first ever Cornwall 
County Recorder Groups/Orchestra with 
parents taking away application forms to 
hopefully sign up their children! There is still 
time to sign up if you want to get involved.


Many thanks to ALL those who contributed to 
this concert! If you wish to watch parts of 
the concert, head over to the CMST home 
page (or Facebook page) and you should be 
able to view the video.


Recorders most definitely Rule! 

For further information about this event or 
future concerts please contact:


swhomersley@cornwallmusicservicetrust.org
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The Band of HM Royal 
Marines  

recently visited Sir James Smith's School in 
Camelford  and invited Triggshire Wind 
Orchestra, who rehearse at the school, to 
join them for a day of music-making.


Janet Elston, conductor of Triggshire Wind 
Orchestra said: 


"Everybody really enjoyed it and 
the  Marines were very impressed by 
how our players sight read and 
performed. I am hoping that it will 
make some of them consider a 
possible career with them. It was 
lovely to see Ben Elliot, a previous 
CYWO principle trumpet playing 
with them." 

For more photos please see 
www.cornwallmusicservicetrust.org/news 

mailto:swhomersley@cornwallmusicservicetrust.org


CMST 2018 CONCERT 
THE MINACK THEATRE, PORTHCURNOW 

May 4th saw pupils and ensembles from CMST 
perform their first ever concert at the world 
famous Minack theatre in Porthcurnow.


The weather was perfect and the standard of 
playing from our young musicians from across 
the county was fantastic.


Hosted by CMST's very own Janet Elston and 
Gareth Churcher the evening was a great 
success. 


Ensembles that performed were Noodles 
guitar ensemble, Flautistas, Terpsichore, Sax is 
Our Business, Penzance Youth Wind band and 
junior band and Cornwall Youth Brass 
Ensemble. 


The evening culminated in a mass performance 
when all ensembles joined together for a 
finale number.  
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DANTE SUMMER FESTIVAL 2018 
EACH YEAR, Launceston Town Hall comes alive 
with music for strings as our students and 
staff from all over North Cornwall gather for 
their annual concert devised and led by the 
DANTE STRING QUARTET. This July 13th was 
no exception.


Triggshire Strings, Caradon Strings and East 
Cornwall Youth String Orchestra totalling 52 
student players from 23 primary and 
Secondary Schools are formidable evidence of 
the good work being done by our teachers in 
this rural area. Barbara Degener and Hywel 
Webley (TS), Philip Montgomery-Smith and 
Nicki Farris (CS), and Tim Boulton (ECYSO) who 
have formed these groups, work regularly 
with them through the the year. At the heart 
of this event, however, is the Dante Quartet 
whose members are passionate in their desire 
to share their skills and love of music with 
young people. Both they, and Tim Boulton have 
a particular leaning towards the vigour and 
vitality of East European folk culture, so it 
was not surprising that the concert listing 
included music by Bela Bartok.(1881 - 1945)


Triggshire and Caradon Strings combined in 
spirited performances of arrangements of 
Four Bartok Dances originally written for 
piano, the Dante players leading each section. 
Their leader Krysia Osostovich, who now 
resides in Cornwall, creates a delightfully 
informal atmosphere in her introductions. The 
quartet had already been involved in 
preparatory coaching, and you can tell the 
warm relationship that exists with our 
students and staff. Oscar Perks (Dante 2nd 
violin) led from the front. You can see the 
inspiration our young players are receiving 
from this injection of friendly professionalism.


As an interval surprise, the foot-stamping, 
hand-clapping, chorus-sing ing LONDON 
KLEZMER QUARTET swept us along for fifteen 

minutes with their irresistible brand of East 
European Jewish community music. Violin, 
accordion, D/Bass&vo ice! and clar inet 
combined to include us all in their earthy 
brilliance!


East Cornwall Youth String Orchestra brought 
something truly amazing and unique to the 
evening - the opportunity to hear the well 
known Bartok Romanian Dances in what the 
programme describes as &quot;a startlingly 
original arrangement&quot; by young Cornish 
composer - Ben Comeau. So it was too! At 
certain points in the dances it was possible to 
hear Bartok himself playing them on a very 
early crackly piano recordings* unearthed and 
prepared by Tim Boulton. It was an eerie 
experience! Clearly, students were enjoying 
the novelty, and relishing the challenge of 
extending their musical reach in these six 
dances. This performance was lead by Krysia 
w ith the other players leading their 
respective sections.


Also, for our pleasure, the quartet played 'a 
youthful string quartet' by Herbert Howells - 
Lady Audrey's Suite. English-sounding, virtuosic 
at times, the quartet delivered with an easy 
eloquence.


We are fortunate to have its leader living 
amongst us.


The varied folk song and dance programme 
ended with a typically refined and stylish 
performance of Tchaikovsky's Quartet No 1 in 
D Opus 11 by the DANTE STRING QUARTET.


James Sargent 15.07.2018


Tim explains - "While two of the recordings were 
of Bartok playing the piano, the other two were 
the original field recordings that Bartok made of 
Hungarian country people singing and playing folk 
songs which he later transcribed and incorporated 
into his own work."
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EARLY YEARS 
June 1st saw the appointment of Ann Stott as 
Lead - Ear ly Years Music Education.  
Congratulations, Ann!


Ann has extensive experience working in music 
with young people of all ages - 0 to 5s in 
particular, to whom she is totally dedicated.  
She is an enthusiast and takes her place 
among our i llustr ious team of CMST 
Managers!  


Already one of our own EYs practitioners, in 
her short time in the post Ann has certainly 
not let the grass grow!  


‣ New projects set up for September in 
Boscastle, where Ann will lead, and 
Camborne where her colleague practitioner 
Emily Garrod will lead


‣ Existing project at St Pirans Playgroup, 
Delabole wrapped up and Case Study 
produced, and one concluded by her 
colleague Emily in Truro Nursery School, 
where Ann supported Emily at the nursery’s 
Family Music Day. They’re a great team!


‣ Attendance at the launch of Cornwall 
Teaching School 


‣ Rapidly establishing contacts across the 
County among the early years community at 
all levels 


‣ Recommended member of the National 
Music Education Council’s Special Interest 
Group for Early Years Music.


‣ Ann Stott and Emily Garrod present a taste 
of our Early Years Music Education (0-5) at 
CMST's INSET for all staff at Lanivet on 4th 
September


It has been a pleasure to see both Ann and 
Emily inspiring such young children to express 
themselves through music in ways that have 
given the children so much joy! 


At our last Steering Group meeting we were 
very pleased to welcome Helen Adams – Head 
of Truro Nursery School.


The packed agenda for the forthcoming EYs 
SG meeting will include the temporarily 
disappointing news that our latest Youth Music 
funding bid was unsuccessful.  Undaunted, we 
will try again for submission in December.


J a m e s S a r g e n t T r u s t e e C M S T                                                                  
13.07.2018
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Fundraising Cycle 
Gareth Churcher - CMST Head of Service - 
cycled the Dartmoor Classic,  one of the 
most prestigious open-road cycling events in 
the UK. Help him raise money for the CMST 
Early Years Music Education and Music 
Therapy services.


You can donate by visiting https://
www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/cmst. Just 
scroll down and select ‘Make a one-off 
donation’.


https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/cmst
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/cmst
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/cmst
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/cmst


FAREWELL TO LIZ SIBLEY 
CMST guitar team leader retires  

We are bidding a fond farewell to Team 
Manager Liz Sibley, who is retiring at the end 
of the Summer Term.  Liz has been in charge 
of the Guitar Team for CMST since its 
inception, having previously taken on the role 
whilst under the management of Music 
Cornwall, and she has been teaching guitar in 
the county for over 20 years.  She has been a 
calm and unflappable presence in the face of 
many changes, dealing with the numerous ins-
and-outs of the role with patience and a 
great sense of humour.


Liz has been instrumental in helping to 
coordinate many performances for young 
guitarists in the county, in venues such as 
Truro Cathedral, St Endellion Church and the 
Eden Project, and has been a great source of 
encouragement and wisdom for teachers 
taking on First Access ukulele sessions!  


She has also been a driving force behind the 
CMST Healthy Workplace accreditation, and a 
great source of support for other members of 
staff in the service.  She will be sorely missed 
by pupils, schools, and colleagues alike.  We 
wish Liz all the best for future plans!
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Vacancy 

Please feel free to share the news about 
CMSTs need for a new Guitar Team Manager 
with your contacts.


Any expressions of interest are treated with 
the utmost confidentiality.


Free Training Day! 

Please click on the below link if you wish to 
join us for free on the 4th of September. This 
will register your place as the link within the 
image will not work:


https://goo.gl/forms/USnuHPvZNSsA6r0D3


We look forward to seeing you there!
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